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KOREA INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION (KICC) is a world-class 

international choral festival held every winter in Incheon, Republic of Korea. 

It provides a global platform where music lovers from around the world come 

together through choral music, fostering artistic exchange and cultural 

connection.

KICC goes beyond being just a competition—it is a celebration of music, 

creativity, and community. Through a wide range of choral programs, the event 

offers participants a rich and dynamic experience, creating unforgettable 

memories.

At the heart of KICC are the values of unity and harmony, which are deeply 

rooted in choral music. The festival’s official slogan, “Make Beautiful Blending 

Together,” reflects its mission to bring diverse voices together and share a 

message of peace and positivity with the global community. This special festival 

will be a place where hope, joy, and inspiration are shared through song.

Make Beautiful Blending Together



SCHEDULE

DATE PROGRAMS

FEB.16
TUE

Welcome Reception w/ Registration

Opening Ceremony

FEB.17-18
WED-THUR

Competition
-Category A
-Category B
-Category C

Symposium
-Choral Lecture
-Choral Session

Friendly Concert

Special Concert

FEB.19
FRI

Competition
-Grand Prix Final

Symposium
-Choir Clinic

Awards & Closing Ceremony

FEB.20
SAT

Self-guided Tour in Incheon



FESTIVAL

1.Welcome Reception w/ Registration *Compulsory Attendance
The first official schedule that all the participating choirs MUST attend is the Welcome Reception w/ 
Registration. Choirs will receive the festival package following their registrations. The reception 
desks and registration booth will be opened from 2pm on February 16th, 2027. Welcome Reception 
will provide various Korean traditional snacks and activities for participants to enjoy before the 
ceremony. 

2.Opening Ceremony *Compulsory Attendance
The Opening Ceremony will be held at 5pm on February 16th, 2027. All participants and jury 
members will gather to celebrate the beginning of the festival. It is not only a time to officially 
declare the participation of all choirs and participants, but also a program that will be enriched with 
special celebratory performances by invited choirs and musicians from the festival’s home country, 
Republic of Korea.

3.Friendly Concert
As part of an exchange program among the participating choirs, each choir will briefly introduce 
themselves and perform two pieces of their choice within 10 minutes — either a folk song 
representing their country or an enjoyable piece they would like to share with other participants. 
Participation in this program may close on a first-come, first-served basis.

4.Special Concert 
The special concert is a featured stage presented by invited choirs and guest musicians. It is 
designed to offer festival participants and audiences a diverse and engaging showcase of choral 
music as part of the festival’s special program.

5.Awards and Closing Ceremony *Compulsory Attendance
All award results will be announced and presented at the awards ceremony on February 19th, 2027. 
All the prizes must be collected in person by the participating choir. If the choir is unable to attend 
the ceremony, a representative or proxy must collect the awards on their behalf.
Awards can be collected at the festival main booth until noon of the festival’s last day, which is 
February 20th, 2027, as needed. Requests for individual delivery, such as shipping by courier, will not 
be accepted.
The closing ceremony follows the awards ceremony and includes special performances by invited 
choirs and musicians. During the ceremony, the festival’s overall winning choir—who will represent 
the festival at the following year’s ACGP—is announced. The festival concludes with all participants 
singing the festival’s theme song together, and the schedule (dates) for the following year will also 
be revealed.

6.Self-guided Tour in Incheon
KICC is held with the support of Incheon City and aims to introduce participants to the city’s beauty 
and unique attractions. On the final day of the festival, participants are encouraged to enjoy 
sightseeing either following the festival’s guide or on their own.
The festival will provide guidelines for experiencing Incheon before the festival begins. Choirs that 
have registered for the full-board package can also use the transportation included, and team guide 
staff (assigned staff for each participating choir) will assist with scheduling and coordination. 
*Transportation included will be arranged only in Incheon city. Additional use of transportation can be 
discussed with the festival committee beforehand when you apply to the festival. 



SYMPOSIUM

1. Choir Clinic 
The Choir Clinic is a choral education program conducted in a one-on-one open masterclass 
format between a jury member and a choir. It offers participating choirs a valuable 
opportunity to receive tailored guidance on their prepared repertoire for 30 minutes, as well 
as to share and discuss musical ideas and challenges in choral performance with the jury 
member.
Each choir should select one or two pieces they wish to work on and bring printed scores on 
the day of the session. The judge will review the scores provided and offer guidance 
accordingly. This program may also close on a first-come, first-served basis to coordinate 
schedules with the jury. The Choir Clinic sessions will all take place on February 19th, 2027.

2. Choral Lecture 
Choral lectures are conducted by distinguished domestic and international judges and 
instructors who are active on the global stage. Covering a wide range of topics related to 
choral music, they provide participants with valuable opportunities to learn, develop, and 
grow in their understanding and practice of choral music. 

3. Choral Session 
Choral Sessions invite actively performing choirs from Korea and abroad to share and 
explore their signature repertoire, rehearsal techniques, and overall approach to choral 
music. These sessions provide participants with an opportunity to discover new choral 
repertoire and to engage closely and in detail with the choirs and performers.



COMPETITION

Category Competition will be held from February 17th to 18th, 2027.

Category A : divided by age and voice type

No. Category Voice Type
Number 
of Singer

Age of Singers
Song & Duration 

(Performance Time)

A1 Children’s Choir
SA, SSA, SSAA, 
Treble Voices

Min. 16 At least 80% is age 12 or under

Max.

2 Songs within

 10 minutes

A2 Youth Choir
SA, SSA, SSAA, SAB, 

SATB
Min. 16 At least 80% is age 19 or under

A3 Equal Choir S(S)A(A), T(T)B(B) Min. 16

A4 Mixed Choir SATB Min. 16

A5 Senior Choir SSA/TTB /SATB Min. 16 At least 80% is age 60 or older

Category B : divided by musical genre

No. Category
Number 
of Singer

Song & Duration 
(Performance Time)

B1 Sacred Music Min. 16 Max.

2 Songs within

 10 minutes

B2 Folklore Music Min. 16

B3 Pop & Jazz Min. 12

B4 Church Music Min. 12

Category C : not included in the judging criteria

No. Category
Number 
of Singer

Song & Duration 
(Performance Time)

C1 Non-Competition Min. 16

Max.

2 Songs within 

10 minutes



COMPETITION

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION
Each choir may participate in up to one category in A and up to two categories in B.

Category A

Categories are based on age, gender, and type of voice. 

Choirs MUST follow the age guidelines to participate. Song programs can be chosen freely which 

may adjust to the according competition category. Age of Singers do not include choir’s conductor 

or accompanist. Also, the minimum number of singers does not include choir’s conductor or 

accompanists.

1. Children’s Choir, 2. Youth Choir, 3. Equal Choir, 4. Mixed Choir, 5. Senior Choir

Category B

Categories are based on the type of musical genre and are not limited by age and voice types.

Choirs MUST follow the musical genre and the minimum number of singers, which does not include 

the choir’s conductor or accompanists.  

1. Sacred Music

- Artistic music programs using religious texts excluding those related to B4- Church Music. 

- Song programs can be chosen from ancient times to the present.

2. Folklore Music

- Music programs adapted for choir that originate from the traditions of a specific ethnicity, region, 

or culture.

- Music programs can consist of any regional/national traditions even if the choir’s origin is different.

3. Pop & Jazz

- Popular music programs from the 20th century to the present, including Pop, Rock, and Jazz.

- Choirs may choose song programs freely without using amplification.

4. Church Music

- Music such as hymns, gospel (including moder gospel songs), and CCM used in Protestant worship 

and faith activities. 

Category C

Choirs can choose any music programs and the choirs’ performances will not be evaluated in scoring 

system, but the jury comment sheets will be provided following the choir’s request. Choirs cannot be 

qualified for Grand Prix final but the candidates for the special awards.



COMPETITION

Grand Prix Final 

- Category winners MUST earn 91pts or above to qualify for the Grand Prix final.

- Choirs who earned 91pts or above from the category competition may be additionally selected to 

advance to the Grand Prix through the jury deliberation, even if they are not category winners.

- Maximum 9 choirs can be qualified for the Grand Prix Final stage following the results from the 

category competitions. The finalists will be selected and be announced during the evening of 

February 18th, 2027.

- Choirs qualified for Grand Prix Final MUST perform 2 songs; one song must be a new program which 

was not performed at the category competition before. Choice of song programs is free.

- Performance time is limited to 8 minutes, which will be counted from the first note of the first song 

to the last note of the last song.

- Song program with all the related information for the Grand Prix final stage MUST be submitted to 

the festival committee by before noon of the competition day.

The information and materials MUST be the same as submitted for the category competition: song 

program in order, composer/arranger’s name, music score, copyright clearance document for sheet 

music and performance, and song description/text translation as needed.



COMPETITION

EVALUATION
All competition results will be determined through jury deliberations, and the participating choirs 
may not raise any objections regarding these decisions.

Evaluation – Criteria 

Jury will follow the criteria below for the competition scoring system: 

A) INTONATION 

B) SOUND QUALITY 

C) FIDELITY TO THE SCORE 

D) OVERALL ARTISTIC IMPRESSION 

The final score is the total of the average scores from each jury member. The jury's decision is final 

and cannot be contested.

Competition Category A and B

Award Certificate Score (pts)

Participation 01 – 39

Bronze 40 – 59

Silver 60 – 79

Gold 80 - 100

Grand Prix Final

Participating choirs are ranked only by placement, without detailed scores. The choir ranked first 

receives the highest score, meaning the choir with the lowest combined ranking from the judges 

becomes the first-place winner. Individual rankings of the choirs are not announced; only the first-

place team—the overall winner—will be revealed.

Special Awards

Choirs, conductors, singers, or musicians who demonstrate exceptional artistic value and impress 

the jury will receive a Special Jury Award certificate or trophy. The trophy or certificate will be 

presented during the Awarding Ceremony. 

Category C 

Participating choirs’ performances will not be evaluated by the judges. However, the comment 

sheets will be written by the judges about the performances. Choirs MUST follow the competition 

regulations as the other competition categories, however, there is no limits regarding the number 

of instruments/instrumentalists.



COMPETITION

EVALUATION
All competition results will be determined through jury deliberations, and the participating choirs 
may not raise any objections regarding these decisions.

Awards & Prizes

Grand Prix Winner : Certificate & Trophy & Cash Prize of $2,000 USD

Grand Prix Finalists : Certificate 

A and B Category Winners : Certificate & Trophy 

*Will be provided for all the participating choirs in A and B category following the competition results

Choirs in A and B Category – Gold, Silver, Bronze, Participation : Certificate

*Will be provided for all the participating choirs in A and B category following the competition results

Choirs in C Category : Certificate of Participation

Special Awards : Certificate & Trophy & Cash Prize of $500 USD

*Titles and Number and Prizes may vary depending on the jury deliberations.

Final Score & Comment Sheets

Participating choirs in A and B categories can request the final score and jury comment sheets 

regarding the choir’s category competition. Choirs in C category can request jury comment sheets 

only. This may be available to request via email after the end of festival. The choir’s contact person 

must request via email only not the other representative may contact. 



COMPETITION

REGULATION

Use of Instrument and Instrumentalists
- Choirs can perform with maximum 3 instrumentalists per category (=stage) including a pianist. If 
one of the choir singers plays instruments, he/she will not be counted as an instrumentalist.
- Acoustic piano will be provided.
- Choirs can use up to 3 instruments per category (=stage).
- Use of MR (Music Recording) or AR (Audio Recording) is prohibited. 
- Use of electronic instruments or solo microphones is prohibited.

All categories require two songs (pieces) with a maximum performance time of 10 minutes which will 
be counted from the first note of the first song to the last note of the last song.

Order of Performance
The order of performance for competition will be decided and announced by the committee.

Stage Rehearsal
Stage rehearsal for each category competition will be provided for 5 minutes and 7 minutes for 
grand prix final. Stage rehearsal will be scheduled on the day of each competition. The rehearsal 
order will be decided and announced by the committee as well.

Duplication of song programs is prohibited across all categories. 

If choirs request changing song programs for competition, the choirs must contact the festival 
committee with all the required documents as soon as possible and get approval to change. If the 
choirs do not receive a pre-approval email from the festival committee or do not request at least 
one month before the festival begins, the song programs cannot be changed. 

Every music score of competition song program MUST be submitted in PDF format with the 
copyright clearance document for sheet music AND performance that can prove its legal use.

Examples – 
*Copyright clearance document for sheet music : purchase receipt for sheet music from a publisher 
or an online sheet music platform, license or permission granted by the publisher or composer, 
proof confirming use of officially purchased sheet music from a school or institution, proof of public 
domain status (if the work is no longer under copyright) and others
*Copyright clearance document for performance : performance permission granted by the 
composer or copyright holder, license issued by the relevant copyright association, performance 
rights license agreement and others

If any of the submitted song programs are not in English or Latin texts, choirs MUST submit the song 
description or text translations in English.

IMPORTANT! Choirs are responsible for all legal matters related to the submission of 
supporting documents and must ensure that all submitted materials are accurate and truthful. 



REGISTRATION
Individual participants who are not part of a choir can register as an individual participant, and they 

will be eligible to attend all programs. APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANT will be available 

from June 2026.

Choirs MUST submit the online application to participate in the festival.

All the participating choirs MUST pay both the Choir Registration and one of the Festival Packages. 

Choir Registration

Regular Registration fee is $500 USD per category. 

Below early bird registration fees will be applied to the choirs who submitted the online application 

with Package A (Full Board) and completed the 1st deposit transfer within the registration period.

1st Early Bird Registration Before June 30, 2026
$350 USD 
*including two categories

2nd Early Bird Registration Before August 31, 2026 $400 USD per category

Regular Registration Before October 31, 2026 $500 USD per category

Late Registration
After October 31, 2026
*Registration may close without any notice once 
the quota is full

$650 USD per category

Festival Packages

1. Package A (Full Board), including followings from February 16th to 20th, 2027:

- Accommodation for 5D4N 

Accommodation Class 1 Room
Fee per person

*Until Regular Registration
Fee per person

*From Late Registration

Platinum / 4-star hotel
2 Person $710 USD $750 USD

1 Person $960 USD $990 USD

Standard / 3-star hotel
2 Person $650 USD $690 USD

1 Person $810 USD $840 USD

- 11 Meals 
1 Dinner on arrival day,  3 Meals per day,  1 Breakfast on departure day

- Transportation *1 coach can accommodate up to 42 participants
1x Airport pick-up on arrival day (February 16th. 2027)
During the festival based on the participant’s schedule *Available for designated locations only in Incheon city
1x Airport drop-off on departure day (February 20th. 2027)

- Festival Pass per person to access all programs
- Festival Program Book per person
- Festival Goods Package per person
- 1 Festival Team Guide Staff per choir  

2. Package B (Participation Only), including followings from February 16th to 20th, 2027: $150 USD
- Festival Pass per person to access all programs

*Important Notes: Please contact Ms. Jeehoo Kim via email jeehookim@koreaicc.org or 
message via WhatsApp at +82 10 3390 6212 for additional days or more information about the 
Festival Package.



REGISTRATION PROGRESS
STEP 1. Submit the online application 

https://forms.gle/HA7cYKzjKBsrtYP57

STEP 2.  Registration confirmation, payment guidelines with the choir invoice will be sent via email. 

STEP 3. Complete the 1st deposit payment (20% of Total Payment) within the registration period. 

(Payment confirmation will be sent via email as well.)

STEP 4. Complete all the competition information (Online form will be sent via email) and the final 

payment before the end of November 2026. 

Cancellation & Refund Policy *KST(Korean Standard Time)

70% refund, if choir cancels before 24:00 of November 30th, 2026

50% refund, if choir cancels before 24:00 of December 31st, 2026

Refund is not available from January 1st, 2027

-All refunds will be processed after the festival has concluded. 

-In all cases, all bank transfer fees (=remittance fees) are the responsibility of the participating choir 

or participant.

-The choir registration fee is non-refundable, and in the event of a refund, it will be calculated based 

on the regular choir registration fee rather than any discounted rate received from the early bird 

registrations.

EXAMPLE Details Amount

Registration
-1st Early Bird Registration ($350 USD)
-16 participants in Standard (3-star hotel)

$350 USD + $10,400 USD
= $10,750 USD

Details

Cancellation
After the completion of payment transfer before the end of November 2027,
a choir cancels the festival registration before 24:00 of December 31st, 2026

Details Amount

Refund
-Regular Registration ($500 USD) for two catego
ries will be deducted from the total amount paid 
-50% from the rest amount will be refundable

$10,750 USD – ($500 USD⨯2)⨯50%
= $4,875 USD

IMPORTANT! Choir Registration fee is non-refundable for any reason, including force majeure. (Wars, 

Riots, Revolutions, Natural Disasters, Strikes, Fires and other Disasters declared by the local or Central 

Government).

CONTACT

Please contact us for more information. 

Instagram : @koreaintchoircompetition

Email : info@koreaicc.org

Website : www.koreaicc.org

https://forms.gle/HA7cYKzjKBsrtYP57
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